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What’s a job?What’s a job?

Arts & CarpentryArts & Carpentry

ProfessorProfessor

Biotech industry,
but not research
Biotech industry,
but not research

AstronautAstronaut Car mechanicCar mechanic

Fighter pilotFighter pilot

ScientistScientistDoctorDoctor

AcademiaAcademia ResearcherResearcher

IndustryIndustry

EngineerEngineer

Lab techLab tech

BiotechBiotech

LawyerLawyer

OphthalmologistOphthalmologist

ScientistScientist

PIPI

Sci commSci comm

MedicineMedicineDoctorDoctor

IndustryIndustry

ScientistScientist

Sci commSci comm

Drug discoveryDrug discovery

DoctorDoctor

Scientist in industryScientist in industry

Biotech managerBiotech manager

ScienceScience

LangaraLangara

UBCUBC

SFUSFU

WesternWestern

AcadiaAcadiaNewcastle upon TyneNewcastle upon Tyne

Newcastle upon TyneNewcastle upon Tyne
McGillMcGill

CambridgeCambridge

TorontoToronto

UBCUBC

SFUSFU

UBCUBC

Center for Drug Research and DevelopmentCenter for Drug Research and Development

Vertex PharmaceuticalsVertex Pharmaceuticals

STEMCELLSTEMCELL

STEMCELLSTEMCELL

STEMCELLSTEMCELLSTEMCELLSTEMCELL

STEMCELLSTEMCELL

Beedie School
of Business
Beedie School
of Business

Molecular biologyMolecular biology

Cell & Molecular BiologyCell & Molecular Biology

BiochemistryBiochemistry

Engineering chemistryEngineering chemistry

GeneticsGenetics

Cell biologyCell biology
Human geneticsHuman genetics

Cell biologyCell biology

Developmental
biology &

embryology

Developmental
biology &

embryology

ChemistryChemistry

BiologyBiology

BiologyBiology

Organisms are
biological engineering!

Go play outside!

Follow your passion!

Some I could put 
back together again!

Dad’s an accountant.
Not a way for me.

“One should have a
reputable job.”
—parents

People, not just landscapes

Realized I had a passion
for engineering chemistry.

Know yourself.

Ask for help when needed.

From nanoparticles to batteries—
pursue all ideas!Opportunities may be

just around the corner

So many opportunities.

Mentor told me about
this thing called “bioengineering”

So many other jobs!

Honours thesis—
a great research experience

A course in embryonic
development focused
my interests.

Joined my MSc lab and studied
sexual maturation in tapeworms.

Aunt was a lab tech

I didn’t like the
sight of blood—
med school wasn’t
an option

You’re not 
an impostor

and your 
views 
matter

The eye is fascinating—
I am looking at what I see with

I’ll be a detective!

Loved science—
so hands-on!

Curious about medicine, 
biology and drug discovery.

Extracurricular bonanza!

Faculty of arts—
n0t an area for me

Didn’t get into med school.

Felt lost, travelled,
got lost some more

Regret not doing coop

Have confidence that
you’ll find a way to contribute.

The work was mundane
and the hours were long.

Took on more work
after personnel shuffle

Leadership is evolving. Evolve with it.

Technology will
advance: embrace it

Being where you want to be—
aim for it

Manager position with more pay?
No—my passion is research

Financial pressures of supporting 
a family urged me to transition
to industry

The road is not linear—
and it never ends Have a plan for the future

Finally, a good mentor!

Foster relationships
Tinker, tinker
little scientist

Didn’t see a
path for growth

From science to business

Continued the grind
but academia did

not spark joy

Explore through coopLabor is not for me

Science
without
mentorship

As a PI, I would have to teach 
courses I did not enjoy—
looked to other horizons.

Supervisor advised
against industry—
should have gone
with my gut

Academia wasn’t for me—
explored directions

Sometimes, you just have to try

Teaching was rewarding—
I liked to help people to know

Relationships
guided me

Medschool is not for me

Too much fun

Frustrated by academia—
oh the grant cycle!

Addicted to nature and
animal documentaries

Disected a chicken
Disected clocks
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Grant development scientist

Drug discovery scientist

Account manager,
field sales

Key account manager

Key account executive

Senior manager, 
contract assay services

part of neural team
Adj Prof, Biology, SFU

Sci comm &
publishing associate

Masters of
Business

Education specialist

Senior education
specialist

Program manager, 
scientific support

Manager, 
scientific support

Sci comm

Principal scientist

Product assay & developer

Senior scientist

Associate researcher

Product tester

Instrumentation group member

Research associate

Senior research associate

Lab tech

Research scientist

Scientist

Senior scientist

Lab tech

Producing podcasts

Visit to manufacturing plant

Coding summer jobs

University
campus tours

Third year abroad

Lost supervisor
due to promotion

Didn’t pay attention to deadlines—
lost marks on assignments.

Pharma consulting

Graduated just
before the crash

Discovered a paper that
scooped my research

Ongoing
work-life
rebalancing

Ultimate
frisbee
league

sport

science
history

Mechanical
tinkering

Long hours
at a photocopy shop

Waterloo
chemistry contest

Diesel shop
mechanic

Academic struggles

Summer
STEM program

Wildlife rescue volunteer

University
courses

Volunteered at water treatment facilities

World-wide
financial crash

Battery technology
investment boom

Guest scientific expert on a radio show—
debunked science myths

Introduced to industry.

Dentistry school

student council

mentoring

theatre & drama

CanadaCanada CanadaCanadaSau PauloSau Paulo CanadaCanadaCanadaCanada

UKUK

CanadaCanada

CanadaCanada

UKUK

UKUKCanadaCanada

CanadaCanada

QuebecQuebec

India & PakistanIndia & Pakistan

McGillMcGill

DalhousieDalhousie

TaiwanTaiwan
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THEMETHEME

ACADEMIAACADEMIA
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